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Building a Bridge 
between the Church 
and the Nations at 
our Doorstep 

At the end of January I had the incredible opportunity to represent 
the Refugee Highway Partnership and go to Lebanon where we 
partnered with Heart for Lebanon (H4L) to reach out to Syrian 
refugee families. It was unbelievable to visit a refugee camp 
for the first time and meet so many dear families. I have been 
welcoming refugee families here in Tucson for nearly 15 years, 
but this is the first time I got to see an up close glimpse of what 
the journey of a refugee is really like. We heard about loss of 
loved ones, traumatic upheaval, struggles to survive, uncertainty 
about the future, and about the recent snowstorm that had 
them shoveling snow off their tent in the middle of the night so it 
wouldn’t collapse. We played with the kids, drank lots of coffee, 
kissed lots of cheeks, helped with distribution, sang songs, prayed, served and loved in 
all the ways that don’t require words. It was pretty fun to practice my Arabic too and I was 
surprised a lot of it did come back to me!

Cherie Gray  
Executive Director 
Tucson Refugee Ministry

Tucson Refugee 
Ministry is celebrating 

10 YEARS
of mobilizing churches 

and serving refugee 
families!

SPECIAL EVENT

Please join us for a special evening to honor the volunteers, partners, and friends of 
Tucson Refugee Ministry serving the nations in Tucson.

Complimentary Dinner | Special Entertainment | International Dress Encouraged

 Be a Table Champion!  - Fill a table of eight with your friends.  No financial commitment, 
just a great opportunity to share the joy, hear the stories, and spend a beautiful 

evening together. 

Get your Raffle Tickets! - Raffle tickets are being sold in the weeks leading up to the 
event and on the evening of.  Buy them from a TRM representative. The drawing will 

take place at the celebration, but you need not be present to win.  

Registration is required. Visit www.tucsonrefugeeministry.com to register.

PLAY DATES 
in international communities

EVERY MONDAY, 
WEDNESDAY, AND 

THURSDAY! 
Early evenings

Contact Amy at 
amygoad@gmail.com 

for details

Volunteer  Information Night
Monday, May 4, 6-9 PM

RSVP: 
Cherie@tucsonrefugeeministry.com

“I found it helpful and 
emotionally moving.  When I 
heard it was going to be three 
hours, I was a little daunted, 
but truthfully the time flew 
by and I left feeling super 

inspired.”    -Abby



PRAYER STORY

My name is Mwamba.  I’m from Democratic Republic of 
Congo. I am married and have nine children. I spent ten years 
in the refugee camp, but later in 2009 my family and I were 
resettled in the USA.

 It started in 1999 when I was in my home land. Because of 
political reasons and a civil war, we were forced to run away 
in order to save our lives, forgetting everything behind us. 
My family and I escaped separately, but luckily we were able 

to find each other on the other side of the border.  
 
Life was not easy in the refugee camp.  We did not have anything. The only 
thing we received was a small property with many trees to make our own 
house without necessary tools. This place was surrounded with dangerous 
animals such us cobra, mamba, lions, crocodiles etc. In addition, we were 
only able to eat wild forest food such as mushroom and unknown fruits that 
could have been poisonous. New diseases developed for lack of hygiene. In 
this way, people died without medicine. Going outside of the refugee camp 
was forbidden, which meant many things were limited for us. Eventually the 
government invited UNHCR to come with some NGOs who slowly improved our 
situation.
 
After ten years in the refugee camp, there was hope.  We were resettled 
in the United States where we got protection, a house, and aid from the 
government. My children were able to get a decent education and great new 
opportunities. Even without knowing anyone or the language, we still felt 
welcomed because of the people who surrounded us. They were family to us 
and thanks to them we are where we are now. In our homeland we were victims 
of a situation that we did not expect to be in, but our American friends 
showed us compassion, love, affection and hospitality. 

Mwamba with family and friends after becoming a US Citizen.

OPPORTUNITIES: Announcing... NEW TRM STAFF
Holly Seidel joined our team last month as a new staff 
member.  She comes to us with both domestic and interna-
tional experience in the refugee field.  Her initial experience 
came as a development worker in Uganda with a small 
U.S.-based organization that promoted youth education and 
Christian leadership.  It was during this time that she had 
the opportunity to work directly with displaced persons and 
refugees.  Upon returning to the States, Holly completed a 
master’s program in International Human Rights at the Uni-
versity of Denver.  She moved to Arizona at the beginning 
of 2012 to work with a local refugee resettlement agency in 
Tucson.  Since moving to the Tucson area, Holly has been actively involved in the 
refugee community.  She is passionate about seeing the needs of refugees met 
through sustained and authentic relationships.  She is excited to be part of an orga-
nization that works to bring the Church body and the refugee community together 
to love and serve each other.

REFUGEE 101

Have YOU heard about the opportunities 
to partner with TRM to welcome refugees?  

Invite us to your church, small group, or 
Sunday School class for an introductory 

presentation.

COMPUTER SERVICES

Do you know any 
refugee families who 
could use a computer 
or some technology 
support?
 
Do you have a computer to donate?
 
Contact Richard & Nita
victorytechnology@dakotacom.net

Can’t attend the 
“Many Faces. Many 
Stories” Celebration 
but you still want to 
give a tax-deductible 

gift to TRM?

VISIT: 
www.tucsonrefugeeministry.com

Reach out to our refugee neighbors and 
help mobilize churches by investing in 

this ministry TODAY!

Newsletters and important 

announcements are sent out by 

email in a more timely manner.  

If you would like to subscribe 

to our e-newsletter and help us 

save money please send a note to 

cherie@tucsonrefugeeministry.com

TRAINING VIDEOS:  
Attend the Volunteer Info Night 
without leaving home.  Learn all about 
the resettlement process, culture, 
communication, faith and other important 
aspects that are valuable for new and 
experienced volunteers. 
Visit www.tucsonrefugeeministry.com for a 
sneak peek!


